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ABSTRACT:

The desert is considered one of the elements of cultural heritage in terms of vastness and
mystery; because it is an open component to cultural spaces, we find it an inspiring element for
creators of various kinds. The novelist is considered one of the most effective poles of the
creative system by possessing the charm of words and adapting them to manifest narrative action
as an invocation of the most imaginative places where its tools are practiced. It charges them
with anthropological and ideological symbols and dimensions to form from them a fabric in
which narrative elements are composed according to various and renewed perspectives.



The experience of the novelist Mohammed Al-Amin Ben Rabie in his novel "Quds Allah Siri" is
a unique and contrasting experience in which he adopted an anti-narrative that magnifies the
charm of the desert's power and cultural specificity, making the French "other" exalt the rituals
of material and spiritual sanctity within it. Therefore, the problematic of the subject is: How did
the place acquire a transcendent cultural charge from an act of fascination and wonder to a
harmonious assimilation and melting into the Algerian "other"™? On what basis did the "other"
build this relationship with the place as a directed arrow towards it? And how did the novelist
succeed in an anti-narrative of the Algerian desert as a multi-faceted cultural heritage?

Keywords: Desert, Other, Narrative and Counter-narrative, Center/Margin, Culture
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