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Abstract:
Phonetic Contrast in Vowels in the Extra-Canonical
Readings of the Holy Coran Selected by Al-Houdhali
The phonetic contrast between two vowels in
extra-canonical readings of the Holy Coran leads to semantic
differences between one reading and another. However, this
semantic difference does not necessarily entail semantic
incompatibility, but it rather results in variety in meaning and
interpretation. This semantic variety helps clarify the purpose
of the verse, and is an indicator of semantic proximity and
interchangeability in use for words which are phonetically
similar. This article highlights several such examples from
extra-canonical readings selected by Al-Houdhali, and
explains the phonetic contrast seen in those examples,

generally, by the differences between the various Arabic
dialects used in the Holy Coran.
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