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Conceptual Semantics and the relation between Language and Thought
in Steven Pinker's View
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Abstract :

This article aims to highlight Steven Pinker's views concerning language and
mind. It deals mainly with Pinker's view concerning the relation between language
and thought. For Pinker language and thought are distinct; there is a language of
thought which precedes verbal language; and this language of thought, mentalese,
is conceptual semantics. It deals also with Pinker's criticism to hypotheses that
tackeled language and thought as connected: innateness of concepts, language
determinism, and conceptual metaphor showing that conceptual semantics can

better account for the relationship between them.

Keywords: conceptual structure, conceptual semantics, mentalese, concepts,
mind.
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