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The shift from lightness to heaviness among Arabs
Causes and anifestations
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ABSTRACT:
The basic principle for someone who speaks Arabic - and other languages - is that he tends
to be light in his speech in order to find ease. He leaves out heavy sounds, and dispenses
with words that he does not need. However, the linguistic reality may violate this rule in
many cases, so the speaker changes his speech from the easy style to the difficult style,
and this research dealt with those motives that make the speaker prefer weight in his
words to lightness, using the descriptive approach based on induction and analysis in order
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to answer the problem. The following: What are the reasons that make an Arab choose
difficult pronunciation and leave light speech ?
The research traced examples of eloquent Arabic speech, then extracted from it the
reasons for the Arabic speaker’s tendency toward heaviness. The research reached a
conclusion, which is that the shift from lightness to heaviness may be for phonetic reasons,
or it may be for semantic reasons.

KEYWORDS : lightness, heaviness, reasons for the tendency to heaviness, sound,
connotation.
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