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The image of the Arab self in the narrative ol the Andalusian journey
—The journey of Ibn Jubair as a model-
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Abstract:

The journey literature is a distinct creative experience that had a prominent
presence in the Arab textual achievement thanks to its unique stylistic and
formative features that were the reason for its openess to many cognitive formats
and domains, as well as literary expressive patterns that take the self as its focus,
such as the biography, journals and memories, as can be considered an
ethnographic reference describing the lives of peoples and nations and perhaps a
vivid picture of their customs, traditions, way of living, way of thinking, beliefs
and cultures in a literary language and artistic style far from dry historical
writing.

Also perhaps that functional nature is what made the journey literature a
unique cultural and literary experience that combined the realistic image with its
historical and geographical dimensions and the imagined vision of its narrative
and aesthetic levels. The science of image (Porology) took from the literature of
the journey an expressive format whose primary goal is to see the other and
highlight his cultural representations and awarness of him as a mirror that
reflects the image of the ego with all its distinct characteristics, so that the
journey becomes an opportunity to know ones self and discover its details in a
clearer way. Perhaps that ego in its nearest manifestations revolve around the
personality of the narrator ( Al-Rahala) as the central self that stands for the
effect of thzt other and searches for the limits of the different, the unique and the
strange in it, and draws its pictures according to the criteria and standards of
what is in the outcome except the image of the self or the ego in its cultural,
social, religious and even spatial manifestations.

Accordingly, this intervention aims to reveal the manifestations of the image
of the Arab ego in the speech of the Arab journey through the image of the other
taking the journey of lbn Jubair as a model for study and analysis As for the
study tools, I will use cultural criticism strategies or literary criticism as what the
context needs or requires without adhering to a specific approach.

Key words: Journey literature, Ego, Other, Arab, Ibn Jubair.
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