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Academic Degrees in Tuat Region in Southern Algeria during the 18th
and 19th Centuries (Types and Characteristics)
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Abstract: The region of Tuat in southwestern Algeria witnessed a scientific
and intellectual renaissance during the 12th and 13th centuries of the Hijri
calendar (17th and 18th centuries CE). Scholars and students in Tuat were
keen on obtaining academic degrees, competing to receive them from
prominent shuyukh and scholars. A learner had to have a shaykh from
whom to acquire knowledge and receive ijaza (academic degree), following
the prevailing wisdom that "knowledge is acquired from the lips of men."
Some shuyukh would even say, "Without the teacher, anyone would say
whatever they want."Students preserved these academic degrees and passed
them on to their disciples and students, mentioning them in their writings.
The Tuat region's khizanat (private traditional libraries) contain numerous
jjazat (academic degrees), both public and private. This is what we aim to
highlight in this discussion.

Keywords: Tuat, Southwestern Algeria, Academic Degrees, Sufi Orders
(Zawaya), Scientific Texts
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